
What’s Happening This Week  

Luke 18:1-8  

Persistent Grace 

Today’s gospel is an encouragement to always be in 
prayer, but the parable Jesus uses to urge people to pray 
is a complicated one. Jesus says the judge is unjust. The 
widow in the story is persistent in pestering the judge 
for the verdict she seeks. The judge is not convinced by 
evidence or reason, but simply by the tenacity of the 
widow. The lesson Luke passes on is that we ought to 
cry out to God day and night with our prayers. 

The parable says nothing directly about the content of 
those prayers. A quick reading might lead to a place of 
thinking anything we pray for will be answered if we 
are just persistent enough. Perhaps we can wear God 
down like the widow wore the judge down. This sug-
gests an approach in which prayer is used to try to bend 
God’s will to our own. 

Rather than a force of will, Jesus encourages persis-
tence because every aspect of our lives is worthy of be-
ing lifted in prayer to God. The Psalms show that we 
can and should lift our cries up to God as often as we 
experience them. God is able to handle any emotion or 
struggle we give voice to in prayer; speaking it all to 
God is part of grace-filled transformation. 

Each Sunday we speak the words of the Lord’s Prayer, 
requesting with our collective voice, “Your will be 
done.” Instead of seeking to bend God’s will to ours, 
we ask for our will to be shaped by God’s. We pray for 
God’s forgiveness and boldly claim our own role in for-
giveness. We pray for sustenance and deliverance, all 
while inviting God’s kingdom to come. God’s kingdom 
is coming without our prayer, Martin Luther reminds us 
in the Small Catechism, but we pray these things so that 
we may see the kingdom come alive in and among us. 
We pray to be shaped by the endless, loving persistence 
of God’s grace. 
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Saint Matthias Lutheran Church 

501 Powdersville Road 
Easley, South Carolina 29642 

(864) 859-0639 
www.st-matthias.org 
A congregation of the  

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
South Carolina Synod 

The Rev. Elizabeth A. Eaton, Presiding Bishop  
The Rev. Dr. Herman R. Yoos III, Synodical Bishop 

 
The Rev. Sean Miller-Perez, Pastor 

email:  stmatthiaspastor@gmail.com 
 

Today’s Gospel Message 

Special Note: Pastor Sean is away at SC Synod Rostered Ministers’ Fall 

Convocation Monday-Wednesday (Regular Hours Thursday 8:30-2:30) 

Last wk operating balance $21,230.56 

Giving  (operating acct)        +                       $2,022.00 

Balance before bills               = $23,252.56 

Bills                                        -                  $4,227.32 

This wk operating balance    = $19,025.24 

Financial Snapshot:                  week ending 10/19 

ST. MATTHIAS TABLE TALK 
Gathered in Faith; Sent to Serve. 

 

October 20, 2019  

Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

  
Wi-Fi Passwords:  

Sanctuary/Office: adminoffice1 
Sunday School hallway: hallway1 

 Parish Hall: fellowship1 

James of Jerusalem, martyr, died around 62 
Wednesday, October 23, 2019 
One of three early-church leaders named James, this man is identi-
fied in the New Testament and by a historian of the time as a broth-
er of Jesus. Scholars are uncertain whether this means a blood 
brother. He was a leader of the church in Jerusalem. 
Philipp Nicolai, died 1608; Johann Heermann, died 1647; Paul 
Gerhardt, died 1676; hymnwriters 
Saturday, October 26, 2019 
These great hymnwriters all worked in seventeenth-century Ger-
many in times of war and plague. Nicolai, a pastor, lost 1,300 pa-
rishioners to plague, 170 in one week. He wrote "O Morning Star, 
how fair and bright" and "Wake, awake, for night is flying." Heer-
mann's hymns, including "Ah, holy Jesus," often express the emo-
tions of faith. Gerhardt, perhaps the greatest Lutheran hymnwriter, 
was a pastor in Berlin. 

http://www.st-matthias.org/


 

Worship Leaders & Helpers  

Thank you for  
serving. 

Today 
 

Next  

       Sundayber   
13 

Acolyte / Crucifer Aaron 
Ava (Crucifer) 
Elijah (Acolyte) 

Greeters / Ushers 
Don White 
Micky Medlin 

Skip Smith 
David Watt 

Lector 
Ann Marie 
Gleason 

Maria Hollis 

Nursery 
Worship 

Danielle Serina Colleen Hydrick 

Altar Guild Jan Day 
Deb/Terri/  
Carolyn 

Communion 
Assistant 

Skip Smith Skip Smith 

Flowers Medlin Borm 

Coffee Fellowship 
Host 

Needed Debbie Gill 

Narthex Attendant Don White Jay Hudson 

Current  Prayer  Requests  
Members   
Medical Concerns: None at this time 
 
Homebound: Reiny Gassmann 
 
Residing in Senior Living Facilities:  
Barbara Abercrombie, Dewey Olson, Ellen Perez 
 
Other Concerns: Several unspoken; Durham/
Zuber family 
 
Death in Family: Riddle, Dempsey 
 
Relatives/Friends of Members 
Tom Bray (Jon Bray’s father); Todd Bradley 
(Grandson of Sandy Roper); Miller (Mary Robbins’ 
sister); Stacey Garrison (daughter of Mary Rob-
bins); 
Bob Ferger (son of Annemarie Gleason); Kay 
Diggelmann (mother of John Diggelmann); Ann 
Sandler (sister of Ginger Cox) 
 

Contact Pastor Sean to add to or  
update the prayer list.  

2019 Finances YTD 10/18(wk 42) 

Contributions (income)   

Expected (Budget) $129,916.60 

Actual $123,334.81 

Over/(under) $(6,581.79) 

Expenses   

Expected (Budget) $133,684.40 

Actual $120,095.94 

Over/(under) $(13,588.46) 

2019 income less expense $3,588.46 

Attendance last wk 67 
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Next Capital Improvement Lunch 

November 10-Hosted by Preschool Board 

After worship, we will gather for a cook-
out at the Luther Center and                 
get a look at our Preschool!                                                                                                 

Our Interim Preschool Director, Jessica 
Burton, will be joining us. 

Please sign up in Narthex or online via 
links on Friday e-news and our Facebook 

page 

Nursery caregivers needed. 
Would you be able to help keep the nursery during the church 

service once every couple of months? If so, please let Dee 
Bostick know, or speak with Pastor Sean. Dee can be reached 

at 864-650-3956 or email: deebostick1@gmail.com, 

 

Current UCM needs 
Jelly, spaghetti, saltines, canned meals 
(pasta in meat sauce), bar soap, canned 
vegetables 

Deliver to Micah’s Wagon in Narthex! 

SHINE Soup Kitchen 
Join the Crew! 
St. Matthias cooks   

the 5th Wednesday of the month. 

Mark your calendar for October 30  
 

The kitchen is at the Dream Center  
111 Hillcrest Drive  in Easley.   

Cook, Clean, Serve.   
No experience necessary.   

Meal prep begins at 3:00 pm.  
If you cannot be there at that time,  

come as soon as you can.  
Remember to wear a hat/bandana 

& closed toe shoes.  
Contact Maria Hollis if you’re interested. 

hollis.ingrid@yahoo.com  

Yoga—Every Tuesday at 6:30   
In the gym 

 $5 per class.  
(All are welcome) 

Contact Pastor Sean to update /confirm your 
email address at stmatthiaspastor@gmail.com   

Thank you! 
To all who contributed to our purchase of 

new clothes hangers.  They have been as-
sembled and will be ready for use at the 

Yard Unsale in the spring. 

Next week is  
REFORMATION SUNDAY!  

Be sure to wear red! 
Special Guest Pastor: 
Rev. Dan Kirkpatrick 
Chaplain Supervisor,  

Bon Secours St. Francis Health  
System 

mailto:hollis.ingrid@yahoo.com

